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Can local ownership build long term 

strategic alliances?



To find out more about our work and join us visit www.regensw.co.uk

Regen SW passionately believes that sustainable 

energy has a vital role at the heart of a successful 

economy and thriving local communities.

We are an independent not for profit that uses our 

expertise to work with industry, communities and 

the public sector to revolutionise the way we 

generate, supply and use energy.



Different perspective on sweating your assets to 

maximise their long term value



Definition of community and local ownership

2015
Scotland: 
- 67MW community owned
- Over 500MW community and 

locally owned

Wales:
- 3MW community owned
- Welsh Govtassessing locally 

owned capacity



Å Varying drivers

ïLegislation - shared ownership

ïRegulation - split FiTfor solar schemes

ïConsent - policy drivers and political support

ïFinancial άϻ12.8M was raised in 
November 2015 alone 
by community energy 

groups in England 
before EIS closed its 
doors to renewable 

energyΗέ



ÅIn theory the Welsh 
environment is much 
more favourable for wind 
energy, except for the 
challenge of grid 
connection

ÅFewer drivers to take local 
community engagement 
beyond that required for 
planning and community 
benefit funds



Can Good Energy deliver the UK's first subsidy-
free wind farm?

άaƻǊŜƻǾŜǊ, the project promises to tick another box for a (UK) government that has 
repeatedly called for greater community involvement in renewable energy projects, 
after Good Energy announced plans to allow local residents, community groups, and 

other organisations to become majority-owners of the planned facilityΦέ



Short 
term 



Medium 
term



Long 
term



ÅBest practice engagement can make a real difference 
to long term relationships and local ownership could 
too if the community develop an interest in this

ÅLess margin for error going forward

ÅConvergence of community and commercial 
approaches

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Ongoing engagement 

Maintaining an ongoing relationship 

with local people throughout the 

lifetime of the project 

Wider engagement 

Getting input from those in the 

community who are harder to engage 

Participatory engagement 

Getting peopleôs input to the 

development plans 

Building understanding 

Helping people to understand the 

development plans 

Awareness raising 

Letting people know about the 

development plans 
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